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XV. A Dzfeription of the Great Black Walfp,
from Penfylvania, as communicated from

My .John Bartram 20 Mr. Peter Collinfon,
E RS

Pead Dec. 21. CNOME Time ago, fome Gentlemen
1749 prefent at a Mceting of the Roval
Socicty *, were pleafed o give a favourable Reception
to an Accountof a particular Spccies of fmall Black
Wafp, that fabricated its Neft with Clay, in it dec-
polited an Egg, and then ftuffed it full of Spiders for
the Maggot to fecd on, Tranf. No. 476.

Th's that I now have the Pleafure to lay before
you, has {omcthing analogous in its Nature, but is
a much larger Infe&t, and rarely met with in the
Province of Penfylvania. The following Obferva-
tions 1 have colleited from my ingenious Friend

obn Bartram’s Letters.

You will fee by the Specimen (Tas. IV. Fig. 20.,
the Size of this Grear Black Wafp s it fupplies itfelf
with Food, by roving about the Mcadows, catching
Gra'hoppers, and other Infets; on thefe it feeds, and
not on Fruits, as other Wafps do. ;

But what is more remarkable, is the Method of
making their Nefts, and providing for their young.

With grear Pains and Indufiry they fcratch an ho-
rizontal Hole, ncar an Inch Diametcr, and a Foot
long, in the fteep Side of a Bank of loamy Earth ;
then away the Wafp flies, and catches a large

Green
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Green Grathopper, and lodges it in the farther End
of her Neft; then fhe lays an Egg, and then goces and
catches two more, and depofits them with the othcr,
then plaifters up the Hole. The Egg foon produccs
a Maggot. Thefe Grafthoppers, by marvellous Inftinét,
arc provided for its Food, until it changes into its
Nymph State, in which it lics for a certain Period,
and then cats its Way out, and flics away, fecking
its Mate.

But what may deferve our farther Attention, is the
wondecrful Sagacity of this Creature, not only in catch-
ing thefc large Grathoppers (See TaB. IV. Fig. 21.),
whxch are very like ours, and arc very firong and nim-
ble, as moft may have ob»fervcd that tske them up: But
their pceuliar Skill is to be admired in difabling them,
cither by ‘Bite or Sting, fo as not ro kill rhcm for
then they “would: foon putrify, and be unfit for
Nourithment,  Life fufficient is left to preferve
them  for “the time the Maggot is to fced on them,

The three Grathoppers in the Glafs-Cafe were all
taken alive out of one Neft: but they had loft their
Agility :. Being fecured in a Cavity in the Earth,
may be 4 Means to keep them living: When cxpofed
to the Air, they died in a Day or two.

The Sting of this Wafp is painful, but does nct
fwell like others.
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